THE FAR RIGHT,
FASCISM,
POPULISM, ETC...
DEFINING THE TERMS
The far right, fascism, populism, etc. all overlap
and intermingle in ways that are not always clear.
Each of these words refers to something distinct,
but related to one another. Populism focuses on
the opposition between the “people” and an elite.
This is not bad per se, and there are left-wing forms
of populism. That said, all forms of populism glorify
a leader (generally a man) who is perceived to
embody the people, and who centralizes authority,
while fanning the flames of social resentment. If we
add the nationalist character of most contemporary
expressions of populism, we end up with a nationalpopulism that defines the “people” primarily in ethnic
and racial terms, in opposition to “foreigners” and
immigrants.
The far right takes this logic a step further by
clearly adopting a radical nationalism with
xenophobic, racist, sexist, homophobic, and
transphobic overtones. The far right is made up
of political parties that participate in elections
alongside extra-parliamentary groups with a
propensity for violence that are active on the streets.
Whatever the variation, all of these groups share a
hostility toward democracy, equality, “foreigners,”
cross-cultural mixing, and intellectuals.
Finally, fascism is a right-wing revolutionary current
based on the use of violence, a cult of leadership
(always patriarchal), hierarchy, and dreams of a
militarized totalitarian society. It includes a strong
social dimension and claims to incarnate the destiny
of the “true people,” which is defined in racial terms
(this is the source of the term “national socialist,” or
its German abbreviation “Nazism”).

These various positions and groups are far from
identical. Both your run of the mill racist schmo and
a media pundit like Mathieu Bock-Côté can recognize
themselves in a national-populist discourse or that
of certain far-right currents without actually being
outright fascists.
That being said, we don’t believe that the antifascist
struggle can be limited to avowedly fascist groups
and movements. There is continuum between
national-populism and fascism. That racist schmo
and a neo-Nazi group like Atalante are at different
points on the right-wing spectrum. The line that runs
from banal daily racism through the xenophobic
right to the more explicit fascist groups is one that
allows for a lot of overlap. Sometimes this is informal
(particularly on social media), and at other times it is
official (shared membership), with the same people
turning up in both tiny extremist groups and far-right
parties of various stripes. There are also explicit
sympathetic ties, for example, between a fair number
of members of La Meute and Storm Alliance, on the
one hand, and explicitly neo-fascist groups like the
Fédération des Québécois de souche and Atalante,
on the other. A group like the Soldiers
of Odin exists in a gray zone
between the two.

WHAT IS
ANTIFASCISM?

Arising from the radical struggles of the 1930s and
1940s, antifascism is based on the principle that
the far right is not simply one political force among
others. The danger the far right represents goes
far beyond differences of political opinion. In both
its discourse and its actions, the far right rejects
the equality that is at the basis of any democratic
aspiration. Its politics are based solely on exclusion
and violence.
Faced with such a threat, antifascism has
always responded by refusing to allow any
platform whatsoever for the far right, to deny it
the social and political space it needs to grow.
Antifascism attempts to make adopting farright positions a proposition that comes with
personal consequences, dissuading people who
might otherwise be tempted to do so. In parallel,
antifascism takes steps to clearly support the
dignity of any population targeted by the far right
and to construct as broad and inclusive a response
as possible, where each individual and every
organization can find a place and contribute to
the struggle.

WHAT CAN
YOU DO?

EDUCATE YOURSELF:
Read, reflect, and discuss to be better armed to
recognize racism and fascism in their myriad forms.

ACT ON A DAILY BASIS:
Talk to your family, friends, colleagues, etc. to make
them aware of the threat posed by the far right.
Use the many opportunities that arise every day to
sensitize the people around you.
You can also confront racist and fascist positions
when you encounter them in your daily life, by
challenging them and expressing your solidarity
with the people targeted. We must prevent
the exclusionary racist and fascist discourse and
practice from becoming normalized. However,
when doing so, always keep in mind any risk to
your security and that of those around you.

GET INVOLVED:
You can respond to callouts for mobilization,
turn out to demonstrations, and get involved in other
antifascist activities.
You can join the antifascist groups active in your
neighbourhood or on your campus. You can form
your own group with people you trust and coordinate
with other groups to help build an antifascist front.
For more information, consult the Montréal
Antifasciste website: montreal-antifasciste.info/en

